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WASHINGTON – “We are greatly encouraged by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’
decision today to pursue an expansion of Medicaid consistent with the scope of the Affordable Care Act.
The agency’s guidance follows the letter and spirit of the law and takes an important step toward
significantly reducing the ranks of the uninsured.
“NAPH hospitals and other providers who care for society’s most vulnerable people face severe funding
challenges. Based on federal data, we estimate that by 2019 6 million to 10 million more people could
remain uninsured than Congress expected when it passed the ACA and hospitals’ uncompensated care
costs could rise by $53.3 billion during the same period.
“This swelling demand for safety net services, along with planned cuts to federal funding for the very
hospitals that provide it, could take a terrible toll on access to care for the uninsured and underinsured.
“We look to the promise of reform to expand health care coverage as broadly as possible and call on
lawmakers to preserve the funding we have. We also urge the administration to work with states to ease
their transition to an expanded Medicaid program and support innovative approaches to enhancing access
to care.”
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underinsured, regardless of ability to pay. In addition to helping ensure access to health care for all Americans,
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